Posttraumatic stress syndromes: Useful or negative heuristics?
The articles in this special issue provide a wide range of challenges to current conceptions, nosology, and assessment procedures for posttraumatic stress disorders. At best, they overcome the negative heuristic posed by these disorders, reopening issues that have preemptively been closed about dissociation, the presumed causal connection between a life threatening event and the symptoms of posttraumatic stress disorders, and the adequacy of checklist assessments of symptoms. They note discontinuities between current thinking about these disorders and the dominant thinking of the past. We make recommendations for more studies that similarly challenge the validity of current conceptions of posttraumatic disorders and dissociation, and the adequacy of checklist assessments of symptoms. With this goal, we note the value of studying ersatz posttraumatic stress response. Finally, we call for greater transparency in this literature with author disclosure of activity as expert witnesses.